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AUSTRALIAN
ATHLETICS

Nomination Policy
Information Session

2026 Commonwealth Games — Glasgow




* Any discussion in this forum or any statements within the presentation
cannot be taken as stand-alone information regarding nomination. All
nominations are based on the published 2026 Commonwealth Games
nomination policy and that policy only - which must be understood in
full.

* Only the Chair of Selectors may speak on nomination matters, others
passing comments (including AA staff) have NO standing on
nomination.

* Feedback to the Chair of Selectors and Panel also should be direct,
you must assume any feedback related to availability, results or injuries
etc. will not be passed on (confidentiality etc.) Do not say | told ...



What has changed? ‘

 Compared to the World Championships, the team size will be smaller. There
will be 63 able bodied athletes plus as many Para Athletes as are invited.

* The are no road events, no marathon and the walks are on the track
(10,000m).

* There is only one 4x400m relay, the mixed event.

* After removing those events the overall team size is only slightly fewer than
Tokyo.

 Compared to 2022, there are no reserved places for developing athletes.

* Nomination is much earlier than in 2025, requirement by Commonwealth
Games Australia for their processes.



Policy — Main Points

* To avoid any possible miscommunication, the only person who can provide valid advice in
relation to the policy is the Chair of Selectors, any other advice is invalid.

* As large a team as possible will be selected considering the quota and entry requirements
of the Commonwealth Games Federation and Commonwealth Games Australia.

* Any athletes who have a history (multiple) of not meeting reasonable performance
standards at world events will be excluded (for reference athletes are expected to perform
at least at the level which led to their nomination).

* Team nomination is guided by the desire to achieve the highest finishing position for both
individuals and teams and providing a solid base for competitions going forward.

* Three nomination phases:

* Initial nomination for able bodied athletes who meet the qualification standard and are the first
placed eligible Australian at the trials.

* Para Athlete nominations for those athletes invited by CGF / Glasgow 2026.
* Remainder of the team (at end of qualification period).



Policy — Other Points

* The criteria should NOT be read as a way to exclude athletes from nomination. That is not
the intent (nor what will happen). Australian Athletics is striving to select the best and
biggest teams competing internationally while at the same time supporting the growth of
the sport so future generations enjoy the same opportunities. With that in mind, selected
athletes are expected to perform at the highest level and not just “make the team”.

* Qualification must be in an outdoor stadium, indoor will not be accepted for the purposes
of automatic selection but may still be considered for discretionary selection.

* Astheteam is restricted by quota that means the AA Selection Panel has a difficult task:
* Athletes must be compared between events

* Times are a consideration but not the only consideration — ability to perform and likelihood of medal
success are a greater factor

* There may be compromises in athletes/events to maximise team performance.

* As this policy is for the Commonwealth Games the key consideration is how will an athlete
perfkerm at the Commonwealth Games not a World Championship performance or
ranking.

* Team nomination is available, state your interest now.



* Compete as often as possible to show your standing in Australian and
the Commonwealth, with the full team nominated at the end of May
there is little time to compete overseas.

* If able to meet the qualifying time / distance, compete in Australia and
gain early nomination



Note that the only questions answered are those related to nomination.
Any gquestions preparation or funding etc should be directed to High
Performance.

* Considerations for athletes that may double up in Glasgow and then
U20 in Eugene.

* We do not recommend athletes trying to compete in both Glasgow and Eugene.
There may be some individuals but this will be minimal.

e Para Question - Will the T37/38 athletes with the fastest times in the
gualification period be automatically selected?

* Asis clear in the policy, we will not differentiate between para-athletes, that is
done by the CGF/Glasgow 2026.



* When will the qualification pathway for para athletes be announced?
How many athletes are included in the quota and is this per individual
para event?

* Asinthe policy, no quota, invitation only by event.

* Can 2nd place at nationals also be selected if they have the time? (And
1st place also has the time)?

* [t may happen but that is a discretionary selection, not automatic.

* 4x400m relay team selection (further insight into selection)

* Due to the team size restriction there will be few available slots but if any team
Is considered a high medal chance there will not be compromises



* How will Commonwealth Rankings be considered in nominations?

* Will be a consideration along with other data, the clear aim is highest team
performance

* Will NCAA athletes be disadvantaged if they are unable to compete in
the Australian Domestic season?

* Obviously, it means they are not eligible for automatic selection but otherwise
the loss is head-to-head competition against rivals. Only results to May are
considered.

* For nomination purposes, will athletes be gauged against others only
within the Commonwealth or rather Global lists?

 The aimis Commonwealth results so selection is based on Commonwealth
but future World results is also a factor if expected to improve



* Are all individual events considered the same for nomination
purposes? Eg. is an athlete with comparable performances/results in
the m100 held in exact same standing as an athlete in wSP?

* All are considered the same but in the case of sprints the high possibility of
success in relays is also a factor.



Thanks for listening ‘

* Australian Team Information (including policy and World Athletics
Qualification system)

* Further information — selectors@athletics.org.au
* Wishing all athletes all the best

Peter Hamilton


https://www.athletics.com.au/event/2026-commonwealth-games/
https://www.athletics.com.au/event/2026-commonwealth-games/
mailto:selectors@athletics.org.au
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