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OUR MISSION  
 

Little Athletics aims to develop children of all 
abilities by promoting positive attitudes 

and a healthy lifestyle through family and 
community involvement in athletics activities 
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Little Athletics Australia (LAA) acknowledges the important role played by sponsors in 
helping to deliver services and benefits to members and records its appreciation to the 
following companies for their support.  

 
Jetstar 
 
This year Jetstar became the first naming rights partner of Little Athletics. The partnership 
reinforces Jetstar’s commitment to Australian communities and demonstrates that they 
stand for more than just low fares. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Sponsors 
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ASICS 
 
Asics shares the Little Athletics vision of developing young athletes of all abilities to BE YOUR 
BEST. The commitment by Asics to Little Athletics benefits every family through their 
support of the Australian Little Athletics Championships, Achievement Book, Website and 
the Little Athletics range of footwear.
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
V-INSURANCE 
 
Little Athletics Australia has established a very strong relationship with V-Insurance who have 
provided assistance and professional advice over many years in a wide range of Insurances 
including personal accident, public liability, equipment and professional indemnity. Support 
from V-Insurance ensures Little Athletics Australia is able to provide athletes, Associations and 
Centres comprehensive and cost effective insurance.  
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This past season - the 50th for Little Athletics in Australia – was one full of activity. The 50th celebrations 
culminating in the ROE in Geelong the birthplace of Little As held in a wonderful venue. And only a few 
weeks ago we attended LAVIC’s 50th function in Melbourne which was also a great event.  
 
The merger discussions brought into sharper focus quite a number of matters that we hope to be able to 
address in conjunction with AA. The Joint Athletics Management Group made up of representatives of 
both organisations including state associations will be the vehicle for this. We also note the 
announcement of a full review of the sport of athletics. At time of writing we have not seen any details 
however, will take part as appropriate. 
 
Following on from the previous year – an Olympic year - where our regos topped 100,000 was always 
going to be a challenge. However, while not as high, the total was still one of our highest in a year 
following an Olympics. 
 
We are especially excited about the announcements of new and renewed sponsorships. The Jetstar 
naming rights is a first for Little Athletics and the association is a wonderful endorsement of our 
organization. We look forward to a continuing productive relationship. Also, the renewal and increase in 
the sponsorship with ASICs for our ALACs is again a vote of confidence in us. 
 
It is also pleasing to see the relationship with Bravehearts moving ahead with the presentations at the 
various association conferences. This sends a wonderful message to all parents about our commitment 
to the safety of our young athletes. 
 
With the merger discussions with the ASC and AA put to one side our focus has been well and truly on a 
number of significant initiatives that were specific to Little As. These include: 
 
- a successful ALACs at Albert Park in Melbourne. Congrats and thank you to LAV; 
- another successful coaching camp at the AIS; 
- the production of a new Strategic Plan; 
- development of a national database; 
- continued successful management of LAA’s finances; 
- constructive and productive Board meetings and various conferences during the year 
- a decision to embark on a national advertising program. 
 
We still have many initiatives and challenges ahead of us and if we work together as a team at all levels 
we will be successful. 
 
In closing I wish to thank Martin and the staff of LAA, my colleagues on the Executive, members of the 
LAA Board as well as many of the staff and others in the State associations for your continued support. I 
look forward to continuing our association into the future. 
 
Dereck Fineberg OAM 

President 

 

    
    PRESIDENT 
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Season 2013/14 was another successful year for Little Athletics Australia (LAA) as we celebrated 50 years 
of Little Athletics in Australia. 

Twelve months ago I concluded my report with the status of the potential merger with Athletics Australia 
(AA). On December 13th 2013, LAA confirmed with the Australian Sports Commission (ASC) and AA the 
LAA Board of Management had insufficient votes to proceed with the intended Heads of Agreement 
document and advised both organisations LAA would not continue to pursue “the merger”. 

LAA and AA have agreed to continue to work closely together for the betterment of Athletics in Australia 
and recently formed a Joint Athletics Management Committee. The Committee’s charter is to maintain 
ongoing communication and to consider joint projects and continue to work on important areas such as 
coaching, officials and age group alignments for example. 

Since this decision LAA has been extremely proactive and has provided enormous support and resources 
to our State Associations to further grow the sport around the country. LAA has provided funding 
support to five states to assist with the employment of Development Officers (DO) over the next two 
year period. The employment of these DO’s will assist with the increase of registration numbers and 
work to transition children from our Little Athletics Program for Schools (LAPS) program into Little 
Athletics. 

After a record year in which LAA exceed 100,000 registered participants for the first time in our history, 
we maintained a high number of registrations for a non-post-Olympic year and had a national 
membership figure of 96,266. 

The year also saw many other successes and significant achievements, including: 

Australian Little Athletics Championships (ALAC) in Melbourne to coincide with our 50 year celebrations 
and was an outstanding success. We were also able to provide live streaming of the event for the first 
time in our history, with over 7,500 viewers across the world. The standard of this year’s Australian 
Championships was outstanding and congratulations are extended to this year’s winners: 

Trevor Billingham Trophy (U13) – New South Wales 

Alan Triscott Trophy (U13 – Handicap) – Queensland 

Dick Healey Trophy (U13 – Smaller Associations) – Tasmania 

Life Members Trophy (U15) – Victoria 

LAA again held a very successful Roll of Excellence (ROE) dinner this year in Geelong, Victoria - the birth 
place of Little Athletics. The ROE was a larger event than usual incorporating the 50th year dinner. The 
evening was a huge success culminating in celebrating the history of Little Athletics over the past 50 
years together with the induction of more worthy recipients into the ROE. I would like to extend 
congratulations to the following inductees into the 2013 Roll of Excellence: 

Track & Field – Sally Pearson and Jane Fleming 

    
    CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
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Sportsmen – Patrick Mills and Kimberlee Green 

Volunteers – Andrea Harvey and Ken Gardiner 

Achievers – Shane Crawford 

The national U15 camp was held in October 2013 at the AIS in Canberra. 136 athletes participated in the 
camp, which was an outstanding success. I would like to thank the convening committee and in 
particular Glynis Nunn-Cearns from the ATFCA for all her support in coordinating the camp. The quality 
of coaches assembled at the camp was exceptional and without the high calibre coaches I doubt the 
camp would be as beneficial for the athletes as it currently is. LAA looks forward to continuing to develop 
this camp program and seek further improvement into the future. 

From a governance perspective, the National Technical Committee (NTC) continues to be advantageous 
to bring together the states and work through motions and rules/regulations to ensure we are 
continually progressing in this area. This is the second year since the NTC has been formed and I extend 
my thanks to all members of the NTC for their time and commitment to the sport. 

During the year, LAA modified our sponsorship structures and a number of changes have occurred in this 
area. I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to the following LAA partners who have supported 
us over a number of years: 

IGA – to Tracy Wilson and her team, thank you. IGA have been a long time principle partner of LAA and 
the member associations, and IGA’s commitment to Little Athletics has been appreciated.  

Beyond Bank – to Peter Rutter and Robert Keogh, thank you for supporting LAA over the past two years. 

To our existing partners, without the commitment and financial support of these organisations, LAA 
would not be able to provide the programs and support to the states as we do currently. LAA would like 
to convey our sincere thanks to; 

ASICS –Simone Bushnell and Brad Moller, thank you for your support of LAA, we are delighted to be 
associated with your organisation and confirm a three year extension of our partnership with ASICS. 

Willis, now V-Insurance Group – to Rob Veale and Sarah Catterick, your guidance and support in this area 
of our business is greatly appreciated, you continue to provide the very best insurance premium for LAA 
and other benefits that come with our broker agreement. 

Jetstar – to our new naming rights partner who have come on board for 2014/2015 season, welcome to 
Little Athletics. LAA are delighted to have partnered such a wonderful organisation and to be associated 
with Jetstar Airways. Jetstar recently committed to the naming rights of Little Athletics Australia for two 
years with an option to extend for a third year. Everyone associated with Jetstar Little Athletics Australia 
are excited about this partnership and the benefits to both organisations. 

We are also grateful for the strong relationships with other stakeholders of LAA. Thanks are extended to 
the ATFCA, to CEO Glynis Nunn-Cearns and President Dennis Goodwin, thank you for your assistance 
throughout the year. To Tony Kopp at Arid Zone thank you for your support during the year. 

During the year LAA partnered with Bravehearts. Bravehearts rolled out education workshops held at 
state conferences in the area of child protection. LAA have been working in conjunction with Bravehearts 
on this important area of child protection and are currently developing a new national Child Protection 
policy. 
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I would also like to express my gratitude to the LAA Executive led by President Dereck Fineberg, Charlie 
Sanders and Eddie Fabian. I sincerely appreciate your ongoing support and guidance in my role as Chief 
Executive. To the LAA Board of Management, thank you, again I value your support and assistance in my 
role and would also like to convey my thanks to your State Boards for their contribution to the sport. To 
the State CEO’s and staff well done again on another tremendous season, work time and effort you put 
into Little Athletics does make a difference.  

Special thanks are extended to the LAA staff Ashlea Watt and Melissa Cowan, I thank you for all your 
support and assistance throughout the year, LAA are indeed fortunate to have such dedicated 
employees.  

Thanks are also extended to Andrew Somerville on his role as LAA bookkeeper and the support provided 
to Eddie Fabian and myself in the finance area. 

As at December 31 2013, the Joint Venture (JV) concluded. Over the duration of the national Joint 
Venture, there were a number of major achievements, in particular in the areas of recruitment through 
new initiatives and the Active After-School Communities program; retention through new competition 
opportunities, improved dual registration systems and improved transition pathways; and improved 
relationships at all levels of the sport, from national, state and Centre/Club level.  

A number of new initiatives and projects are progressing well and it’s worth mentioning their status;  

 The development of a common accreditation for athletics officials is almost complete. This is 
exciting for the sport and will no doubt assist athletics into the future by providing a clear 
pathway for accreditation and retention of officials in our sport.  

 AA’s new coaching framework continues to evolve. I would like to thank the LAA steering 
committee for their assistance in the coaching framework discussions with AA.  

 The working relationship between Little Athletics Associations and Senior Associations has 
improved again over the past twelve months. A number of states have signed a new MOU 
between both parties or are in negotiations for a new agreement. The goodwill and cooperation 
between Senior and Little Athletics bodies is evident. 

Finally, to the thousands of volunteers that make it all happen, a big thank you, as has been the case 
throughout the past 50 years, without your contribution week in week out the children just wouldn’t be 
able to get out there and participate and have the fun that they do.  

I look forward with much anticipation towards the upcoming season, there is a lot to be excited about in 
Little Athletics at the moment. 

 

Martin Stillman 
Chief Executive  
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Edward Fabian 
Administration & Finance Director 
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National Technical Committee 
A National Technical Committee (NTC) was created in 2012, with the express purpose of acting as 
experts in the technical, rules and specification aspects of Little Athletics. The Committee will make 
recommendations to be considered by the Little Athletics Australia (LAA) Board of Management (BoM) 
regarding rules, by-laws, event specifications, standard events, age groups and other technical areas of 
the sport. The recommendations will be for consideration of ratification by the BoM.  These 
recommendations will be based on what the NTC believe to be best practice for the sport nationally.  
The National Technical Committee (NTC) met twice during 2014, in January and in June. 
 

 High jump - standardisation of styles by age groups.  
Input was received from National coaching leaders to assist the members of the committee with 
valuable expert information regarding styles and recommended starting ages for these styles.  
Equipment, techniques and implementation are being considered.  

 
 Implications to Little Athletics of new IAAF rules (2014/15). 
The committee reviewed the notified changes and considered the impact on Little Athletics. 
Recommendations were sent to the Board for inclusion or non-inclusion of the changes. 

 
 Presentation of  “Rules for Competition” format. 
A proposal was placed before the NTC to reformat the Rules for Competition in the form of IAAF, 
highlighting exceptions relating to the modified rules for Little Athletics.  

 
 False start rule standardisation. 
The NTC are considering current False start rules and a National standard rule for Little Athletics by 
age groups. 

 
 Standard events. 
As Standard events are set for 9’s to 15’s, is there a need to recommend events for 6’s, 7’s and 8’s?  
LAA has a responsibility to have some guidelines for competitions and a table of “Core events” and 
“Must not events” was compiled.  

 
 Age group alignment. 
The NTC considered several formats for age group alignment with other athletic groups, the 
Executive have sent this back to the Associations for their consideration. 

 
 Terms of Engagement. 
A Terms of Engagement document for the NTC was drawn up and presented to the Executive for 
consideration. These have been accepted. 
 

 
Australian Little Athletics Championships 
The ALAC was hosted by the Victorian Little Athletics Association at the Lakeside Stadium at Albert Park, 
Melbourne on the weekend of 3rd and 4th May 2014. The event was convened by a very organised 
committee led by Colin Segota. The committee are to be congratulated for providing a great team of 
officials and additional helpers. A fine day prevailed and athletes, coaches and managers enjoyed a 

       COMPETITION &     
       STANDARDS DIRECTOR 
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wonderful day of competition. Congratulations to all athletes who competed on a fabulous 2014 
Championships. 
 
Little Athletics were privileged to have been able to “Live stream” the entire event. This was well 
received and reported that it had viewers Australia wide and also from around the world. 
Congratulations to the entire team who put this together at very short notice and to the team of “script 
writers” who assisted with the compilation of results to allow event packages to be put together post the 
event. 
 

2014 Asics Australian Little Athletics Championships 
Lakeside Stadium, Melbourne - 3/05/2014 
Results - Australian Teams Championship 

  
Trevor Billingham Trophy for the Australian Teams Championships (U13)  
Place   Team  
1   New South Wales    675.50  
2   Victoria      659  
3   Queensland     625.50  
4   Western Australia    578.50  
5   South Australia     481.50  
 
Dick Healey Trophy awarded to the winner from the smaller Associations (U13)  
Place   Team  
1   Tasmania     399.50  
2   Australian Capital Territory   380.50  
 
Alan Triscott Trophy for the Australian Teams Championship (U13) - Handicap)  
Place   Team  
1   Queensland     929.50  
2   South Australia     928.50  
3   Tasmania     905.50  
4   Australian Capital Territory   895.50  
5   Western Australia    881.50  
6   New South Wales    872.50  
7   Victoria     867  
 
Life Members Trophy for the Multi-Event Teams Competition (U15) Australian Teams  

Place   Team  
1   Victoria     259  
2   New South Wales    236  
3   Queensland     207  
4   Western Australia    198  
5   Tasmania     163  
6   Australian Capital Territory   133  
7   South Australia     122 
 
National coaching camp 
At the time of writing this report, the Jetstar Little Athletics Australia 2014 National U15 Camp is well 
advanced in preparation. The camp will be held at the Australian Institute of Sport in Canberra from 28th 
September to 1st October 2014. This will be the third LAA National Camp which has become a premier 
event on the Little Athletics Calendar. 
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The live-in camp provides athletes with the opportunity to improve their athletic skills; increase their 
knowledge in a range of areas and socialise with athletes from all over Australia. This year sees the 
inclusion of “Multi event athletes”, a group of 18 athletes. This group will receive training in all aspects of 
Multi events. There will be 140 athletes in total attending the camp who represent each of the 7 
associations, all athletes have achieved the national qualification standard and fulfilled the state 
selection criteria.  
They will have 4 coaching sessions and 5 workshops (strength and conditioning, stretching, self-massage 
and injury prevention, recovery (including hot and cold pool recovery), nutrition and sports psychology) 
over a period of two and a half days. They will be in the capable hands of some of the Nations most 
experienced coaches and presenters. We must extend our thanks to Glynis Nunns-Cearns for her most 
able assistance in procuring these people again for us. Athletes will also get the opportunity to meet 
some senior elite athletes who will talk about their time in Little Athletics, pathways through to seniors 
and what it takes to become a top elite athlete. 
 
The camp also provides an opportunity for two team managers from each state who travel with the 
athletes to learn and work alongside Australia’s elite coaches in their chosen event. Each team manager 
will have the chance to increase their knowledge and expertise in their chosen event to take back home 
and implement in their own coaching sessions.  
In conclusion I need to thank all of the members of the BOM, past and present, for their assistance and 
friendship over my 3 terms on the Executive.  In addition to the BOM, I wish to extend my thanks and 
gratitude to all members, again past and present, of the staff at the LAA office for the assistance and 
professional approach to all tasks placed before them.  
 
 
Charlie Sanders 
Competition and Standards Director 
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It is my pleasure to present the Annual Report of the ACT Little Athletics association for 2013/2014. 

Membership issues 

Our membership in 2013/2014 was down to 2975, a decrease of 14% from our previous year record of 
3460.  This was disappointing, but broadly consistent with other States and across all our centres.   All 
our centres now offer on-line registration.  

Working with Athletics ACT 

We have long had a good relationship with Athletics ACT but in the year just gone, our two Associations 
have begun working even closer.  In September 2013, we jointly employed Alex Van der Meer as our 
participation and development officer to work with both Associations to grow the sport.   In February 
this year, we had an historic joint board meeting at which we agreed on strategies that we could pursue 
together for the good of the sport.  We took that one step further at our Annual Conference, hosting a 
joint workshop with Athletics ACT board members and member clubs on how best to encourage our 
athletes to stay in the sport.  From that, we established a joint working group to develop jointly useful 
strategies.  Athletics ACT offered us a place on their board, which I took up from May 2014 to represent 
our members' interests.  We are mindful that there may be conflict situations but none have arisen yet.  
There is always much work to be done to improve the way our sport is run but as I write this, I can 
honestly say that there have never been more people with a clearer understanding of what we need to 
do to prosper than we have as we go into our 51st year. 

Governance 

It has been an enduring pleasure this year to work with people on the board of management who have 
brought new energy and imagination to their roles.  We had three new directors: Andrew Pryor (Woden, 
administration director), Jennifer Bryant (Belconnen, competition and technical director) and Michael 
Spencer (Weston Creek, development director).  Each of them has been an asset to the board.  I also 
want to acknowledge Helen Hopkins (Ginninderra, finance director) and Fiona Elliott (Gungahlin, 
marketing and public relations director) who retired from the board after 4 years and 3 years 
respectively.  David Lemon (Ginninderra, finance director) and Rebecca Tanner (Gungahlin, marketing 
and public relations director) joined the board in June 2014, so all board positions are filled and all 
metropolitan centres have met their obligations to the governance of the Association.  

Our new strategic plan, which was adopted and published in September 2013 after the work done at last 
year's conference and then advanced by a sub-committee under the direction of Andrew Pryor, gives us 
clear direction.  For the first time, we published a strategic plan action sheet along with the directors' 
reports to show what we are working on.  In future, we anticipate that directors will update this report 
quarterly to provide better transparency over their work on behalf of the Association. 

We cleaned out and updated our Constitution and by-laws at our conference in June. 

 

    
    LITTLE ATHLETICS ACT 
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Finance 

Our strategic plan requires us to maintain financial reserves at least 1 x annual turnover.  Consistent with 
this outcome, we have now run deficits for a couple of years in a row and we have absorbed costs 
without raising centre levies since 2005.  At our annual conference in June, we raised the centre level 
modestly.   

Woden Park 

The laying of the new synthetic track at Woden Park has been delayed until November 2014 because it 
cannot be laid during winter.  That means that our Woden centre will not be returning there until 
December or possibly January 2015.  We will continue to work closely with Woden to minimise the 
disruption to their members. 

In June 2014, we reached an agreement with ACT Sport & Rec that they will build a new office for us at 
Woden Park, which will become the home of Little Athletic in the ACT.  This is a very exciting 
development for us, which also includes the potential for a small revenue stream for us to charge users 
for training during the week.  They say the building will be ready before Christmas 2014. 

Relationship with government 

Our funding from ACT government has increased to a triennial grant of $26,000 per annum.  In addition, 
the ACT government has provided a grant of $60,000 over two years to us, Athletics ACT and ACT 
Veterans Athletics for equipment at Woden Park. We have a good relationship with the Minister and 
with ACT Sport & Rec, who have been very pro-active in relation to developments at Woden Park, also in 
assisting Woden during their temporary relocation at Boomanulla and in response to specific issues we 
have raised about the amenity of the grounds we use. 

Relationship with sponsors 

We have recently ended our sponsorship relationships with The Athletes Foot as our preferred footwear 
supplier.  This was a long term relationship which had run its course and we parted on good terms.  I am 
delighted that Nick Walshe from The Runners Shop has agreed to be our preferred footwear supplier 
from June 2014 and will also be our bib sponsor in 2014/2015. 

Our relationships with IGA and Beyond Bank have also concluded on good terms.  We are working to 
replace them.  The Canberra Southern Cross Club remains a good sponsor for us. 

Marketing 

We ran radio ads on FM radio around registration time in 2013.  We were advertised on the sides of 
Canberra buses for the whole year.  We participated in the NAIDOC Sports Day and the Get Active Expo 
and we worked with Companion House which looks after refugee families in Canberra and the YWCA.  
We are once again offering LAPS programs to schools after several years of not doing so.   

Our regional centres 

I have been saying for some time now that we need to do more for our regional centres.  In 2013/2014, 
we offered to assist with radio and other advertising around registration time.  Alex visited the regional 
centres as one of his first priorities when he started last September and is continuing to work with the 
regional centres to provide coaching and mentoring opportunities.  By September, I am hoping the 

Little Athletics Australia Annual Report 2013- 2014 34



 

regional centre representatives are able to attend our Association meetings by Skype.  It was fantastic 
that we were able to name Goulburn-Mulwaree as our Centre of the Year, on the back of strong 
registration numbers, outstanding attendance and performances at Association carnivals and strong 
involvement in the work of the Association, including Damien Stanberg's involvement in the strategic 
plan sub-committee. 

Our Batemans Bay centre will be back on line in 2014/2015 after lying dormant for two seasons. 

Participation officer 

I already mentioned that we and Athletics ACT jointly employed Alex Van der Meer from September last 
year to help improve participation.  Alex has been busy talking to schools and other sporting and 
community groups.  We have had great feedback from the work he has done in schools and with 
Companion House and he is proving very popular with our older athletes.   

I commend all our centres on their achievements in 2013/14.  Particularly, those centres who are 
working hard to improve the quality of our product.  All the good governance in the world, all the 
sponsorship arrangements, all the government grants, all the Conference presentations, all amount to 
nothing unless athletes know they are going to have a good time when they turn up to compete at their 
centre.  Their experience is in Centres’ hands.   

 

Tony Reilly 

Chairman- LAACT 
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It gives me great pleasure to present this, my second annual report as President of LANSW for the 
2013/14 Little Athletics season.  
 
Registrations 
We can reflect upon another solid year with almost 39,000 athletes again registering for skills 
development and competition at the 190 or so affiliated Little Athletics centres. Whilst this represents 
about a 6.5% decline in the record level of registrations in the prior season, following the London 
Olympics, it is nevertheless a good result based on previous post Olympics seasons. 
 
There were nine re-formed centres this season becoming operational again after a period of recess. They 
were: Blayney; Bourke; Brewarrina; Condobolin; Coonabarabran; Dungog & District; Kotara South; 
Rutherford; and Tumbarumba; who between them had a combined registration of over 900 athletes. 
 
It was pleasing to see continued increase in the number of centres promoting the online registration 
system as the preferred method of registration and as a result we saw an increase in the number of 
athletes registering via this means. We had approximately 14,600 athletes (37%) register and pay online, 
which shows an increase of 18% from the previous year. This ensures that contact details are current and 
accurate immediately following renewal of registration, allowing communication and engagement to be 
promoted from the outset. There are benefits in this for members, centres and the LANSW. 
 
Facilities 
We continue to look at possible centres in growth areas and in the last 12 months discussions have taken 
place with a number of councils. The Centre Liaison Officer, Chief Executive Officer and Membership 
Development Director have been working with local councils on the following proposed new 
facilities/centres. 
 Blacktown City Council: the development of a new facility to be used by a new centre at ‘The Ponds’, 

an area of significant growth in Sydney’s North West. The facility is currently under construction and 
due for completion for the start of the 2015/2016 season.  

 Camden Council: the development of a new facility and potentially a new centre in Sydney’s fast 
growing South West. Discussions are currently at the stage of funding allocation and DA approval.  

 Dubbo City Council: installation of a synthetic track, which is due for completion in October 2014.  
 Penrith City Council: installation of a synthetic track at St Mary’s in Sydney’s West. The proposal has 

received council approval and is at the stage of obtaining funding. Plans of the proposed facility have 
been developed and a site confirmed.  

 The Hills Shire Council: establishment of a new centre through a partnership with William Clarke 
College at Kellyville, in Sydney’s North West. This is part of a pilot program where the local council 
allocates the school’s sporting grounds for use by community groups to address the shortage of 
available council owned sporting facilities in a major growth area. 

 
Zone Coordinators 
All 24 zones held their Annual General Meeting and bi-annual elections in April/May, which resulted in 9 
zone coordinators new to the role. It is great to see people stepping up to this position, which means 
‘new blood’ and new ideas in this important role. We do however have 2 zones without a zone 
coordinator at this point in time. 
 

        LITTLE ATHLETICS  
        NEW SOUTH WALES 
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Championships 

Reviewing our year in a championships sense, we can reflect once again upon the successful completion 
in 2013/2014 of 24 Zone Championships, 8 Regional Championships (4 metropolitan and 4 country), 
State Relay Championships, State Multi-Event Championships, as well as State Cross Country and Road 
Walks.  
 
Attendance at all of these major events was strong. The State Relay Championships saw 1,247 athletes 
participating from 58 centres (638 on the junior day and 609 on the senior day); the Region 
Championships saw a total of 8,212 athletes across the 8 regions; the State Multi-Event had 919 athletes 
from 103 centres and the State Championships had the largest entry ever, with 2,839 athletes from 161 
centres taking part. 
 
Particular appreciation is extended to the hearty competitors as well as officials who endured 
particularly appalling weather conditions whilst successfully competing or officiating in the State Multi-
Event on a very wet and stormy weekend in Shellharbour. 
 
Coaching & Development 
As always, our Coaching and Development staff were busy throughout the past season conducting 
various activities across the state for both members and prospective members. A total of 27 coaching 
clinics and 2 live-in camps were offered, utilising around 40 casual coaches, for approximately 1,400 
athletes. For the first time this year, LANSW and ANSW conducted ‘joint’ coaching clinics to cater for all 
ages at the one venue.  
 
Over 20,000 students at 106 schools received presentations as part of our ‘Desire to Inspire’ school visit 
program and 48,000 students received coaching via the LAPS program, which this year utilised 21 casual 
coaches.   
 
In terms of coach education, LANSW conducted 17 Introduction to Coaching Courses on behalf of ATFCA, 
for 248 new coaches. 
 
LANSW also welcomed promotional opportunities at the V8 Supercars at Sydney Olympic Park, the 
Weetbix TRYathlon, the Lithgow Flash Carnival and Panthers on The Prowl at Penrith. 
 
AGM & Annual Conference 
This year our Annual General Meeting and Conference was held at the Cessnock Leagues Club in the 
heart of the Hunter Valley wine region, with 181 members in attendance. The theme of the conference 
was “Unity through Identity – More than just ‘Belonging’”, which aimed to place a focus on the 
connection and strength of members, which does not come through merely ‘belonging’ to the 
membership, but by coming together and acting as one identity. 
 
Dual Olympian and two-time World Champion, Jana Pittman, was the opening guest speaker and set a 
positive tone for the rest of the conference to follow. Various workshops were held over the course of 
the two days and included:  CPR instruction; applicable first aid for an  athletics environment; risk 
management considerations for centres; possibilities for athletes  with disabilities; beginner Clubs 
Online; advanced overview of the capabilities of  the IMG platform; developing centre best practice; 
developing an effective centre coaching program; turning a group of individuals into a team; and 
practical ways to teach throwing  skills to large groups of children.     
 
Board of Management & Staff 
Trevor Hinwood did not seek re-election as the Membership Development Director at the 2014 AGM in 
July and we are pleased to welcome Mavis Godber to this role. Mavis comes onto the board after being a 
long serving zone coordinator for the Lake Macquarie area. Michael Gray resigned his position as 
Business Development Director in August 2014 due to increased work commitments. The LANSW board 
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has decided not fill this casual vacancy for the remainder of the term, which is due for election at the 
2015 AGM next July. 
 
We had one staffing change during the past 12 months, this being in the area of coaching and 
development. In August 2013 we accepted the resignation of Nick Bromley from the position of Greater 
Western Sydney Development Officer and we were pleased to appoint Youcef Abdi to the role in 
November 2013. With the completion of funding for the role of GWS Development Officer through the 
‘Joint Venture’, Youcef has been retained as an employee by LANSW in the more generic role of Coaching 
and Development Officer, with a specific focus however, on growing the dual registration age group and 
increasing transition between LANSW and ANSW. Youcef is a dual Olympian and finalist, and a three 
times Commonwealth Games representative. He is an accredited athletics coach with wide experience 
coaching athletes of all abilities and has already proven to be a great asset to LANSW. 
 
Regional ‘Community Development Officers’ 
We have taken the decision to grow our development efforts for the sport by employing additional 
‘development’ staff to be located in regional areas, so we can provide additional on the ground support 
for local capacity building and to grow our participation through a more focused and better distributed 
series of development initiatives. The appointment of these additional personnel will be gradually 
phased-in over time, with the first two appointments scheduled to occur in the latter half of the 
upcoming season.  It is envisaged that these officers would be located within the regions, and in 
conjunction/liaison with the zone coordinators, drive programs to increase local community participation 
in Little Athletics.  They will be involved in the education and support of centres, athletes, volunteers, 
officials, and community coaches, to ensure the athletic environment is safe, enjoyable and facilitates 
participation. Further details about the specific tasks of the role will be ‘fine-tuned’ as we progress this 
initiative over the coming months. 
 
Working With Children Check Legislation 
The new online NSW Working With Children Check commenced in June 2013, however the new 
requirements are being phased-in over a 5-year period, according to industry sector. Sport is being 
phased in in 2015. This means that only new paid personnel are required to complete the check until 
April 2015 when it will be extended to volunteers and existing personnel. As a result of the staggered 
phase-in, LANSW has implemented its own declaration for volunteers, in the interim period until the 
2015 commencement.  
 
In preparation for the 2015 phase-in and to ensure that all centres are aware of the requirements under 
the Act, the LANSW is conducting a series of seminars across the state, which requires mandatory 
attendance by representatives from all centres. A total of 18 seminars will be conducted throughout the 
months of August to November 2014, with the first two having already taken place at Narrandera in the 
Riverina and Springwood in the Blue Mountains. The presentation has been prepared by the CEO and 
takes around 2-2 ½ hours. 

 

Financial Position 
The financial position of LANSW remains strong with a healthy level of fixed assets and more liquid 
reserves - the latter safely and prudently invested and available to be drawn upon as required.  
 
The 2013/2014 financial year again saw growth in the financial position of the LANSW and in the strength 
of net assets of the organisation. Income was $123,388 or 5.2% above budget. Increased income was 
generated from LANSW run programs and interest generated from our investment policies and there 
was some additional ASC funding for the joint venture.  
Positive growth in income was seen in coaching camps and clinics through increased participation. 
Expenditure was $64,617 or 2.7% below budget for the year. 
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The latest valuation on our land and buildings has shown an increased valuation of $355,000 which has 
increased the valuation of Land and Buildings with an offset increase in the Asset revaluation reserve. 
We became aware of some issues with the building in Harris Park which will require maintenance and 
other work to our major asset and consequentially we have shown a contingent liability of $50,000 as 
well as a provision of $20,000 in the accounts.  
 
The net surplus of $143,770 has meant that as a state organisation we have been able to hold 
registration fees at the current level for the coming financial year.  
 
Financial Assistance Programs 
The past season saw increased levels allocated to our individual assistance programs. Total funding 
across all programs increased by 44% over the previous year to $51,830. This increase was approved in 
order to accommodate a greater percentage of applications under the Athlete Assistance Program and 
the Country Athlete Support Program. Total funding was comprised of the following: $12,830 to 52 
athletes as part of the Country Athletes Support Program, providing financial assistance to talented 
young athletes from country areas of NSW to attend the State Championships; $14,000 to 100 Little 
Athletes as part of the Athlete Assistance Program, helping with registration expenses; and $25,000 for 
10 centres via the Centre Grant Scheme, for equipment and facility upgrade. 
 
Sponsorship 
I take this opportunity to again thank our wonderful partners McDonald’s, The Athletes Foot, Hart Sport, 
IMG STG, Coca-Cola Amatil and GA Millers. Without their support we would not be able to operate as we 
do.  IGA have parted ways with LANSW after years of support, however we have had encouraging 
dialogue with two new sponsors that we are hopeful of having on board in the future. 
 
 
In closing, I look forward to working with everyone again in the 2014/2015 season to continue the great 
family sporting tradition that is Little Athletics.  
 
  
Neil Sandall 
President – LANSW 
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In Queensland, the winter season is now drawing to a close and the summer season is in the process of 
signing on. Registrations have remained the same in winter regions in recent years due to the 
competition for members from Athletics North Queensland. This had been a growing issue over a 
number of years, and it is crazy that we have two junior athletic groups in North Queensland. This as a 
problem that will have to be sorted out sooner rather than later, as it is affecting both organizations.  
 
 
2014 Conference 
This is the first Conference for some time where we have incorporated the AGM with our conference. 
This went really well, and meant the Board is elected in June and not just before State Championships in 
March as we have done in previous years. 
We had workshops and presentations, which included Bravehearts, IMG and Timing Solutions. We also 
had workshops on coaching, officials, finance and more. All of these were very well received by our 
members. 
 
 
Queensland Athletics 
We are still working very closely to QA, with our State Relays being combined once again. This was one of 
the best combined competitions we have held, due to working together before the event, and learning 
from our mistakes from past years. As we held State Championships in Cairns this year, we were not able 
to have a joint meet on Saturday, but will definitely look at what we can do again this season. 
 
 
Sponsorship 
Unfortunately, we have lost two of our sponsors this year, being Bendigo Bank and IGA. This was very 
disappointing as they have both been long term sponsors, and have done a lot for Little Athletics in 
Queensland. 
To cover the two lost sponsors, we have had McDonalds come on board with an extra $50,000 and will 
now have naming rights with our State Relays and Championships. We also have two new sponsors in 
Quest and Schweppes amounting to $20,000 cash and contra. 
 
 
Board 
As mentioned, we held our AGM at our Conference in June. I was elected as President for the next two 
years, we also had Todd Williams and Adam White re-elected, and Paul Langton elected for the first 
time. Prior to Conference, we asked Donna Smith to fill a casual vacancy on the Board, which Donna 
agreed to, so is also back on the Board. 
Darryl Dickson was elected as Vice President, Todd Williams was elected Chair of competition, Donna 
Smith was elected Chair of Officials, and Adam White was elected chair of development and coaching 
 
 
Staff 
Once again, our staff has done a tremendous job this year, being another record year for a post-Olympic 
year. We have also decided to keep the two RSO’s, which were previously funded by the State 
Government, on full time, partly funded by the $25’000 from Little Athletics Australia. One will be based 
in South East Queensland, and one in North Queensland. 
We also had a development officer change, with Gerrard Keating starting with us this year. 

          LITTLE ATHLETICS  
        QUEENSLAND 
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In General 
We have had a slight loss of numbers in our Winter Centre’s this year, but with a great Commonwealth 
Games, we are confident of increasing our registrations in our Summer Centre’s. 
We also have a number of Centre’s using IGM on line registration for the first time this coming season, so 
hopefully we will get the bugs ironed out for a full roll out next season. 
In Closing, it has been a pleasure and an honour leading Little Athletics Queensland, and I look forward 
to working with my Board, as well as Simon and his staff without the distraction of mergers. 
 
 
Tony Northey 
President- LAQ 
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It is my pleasure to present on behalf of Little Athletics SA our report to the Annual General Meeting and 
Conference of Australian Little Athletics. 

Administration 

 
 Athlete Registrations for 2013/2014 were less than 10% down on the previous year which had a 

record number of 8004 athletes. This resulted in 7272 athletes which met our budgeted numbers 
and is better than historic figures following Olympic Games year. 
 

 The second year of trials of on-line registrations with IMG was carried out at nine of our centres 
this year. Following a few teething issues and subsequent system changes we believe the system 
is ready to be rolled out to all centres in the 2014/2015 season. From all reports the system was 
found to be of great help to centres and resulted in a vast reduction of administrative time to the 
registrars. 

Education 

 
 This past year has seen significant change to the Coaches and Officials Clubs. A thorough review 

was undertaken by the CEO and Board in a search for a better way forward. The review 
highlighted a couple of significant weaknesses in the delivery and retention of current practices. 
  

 Although it is encouraging to see so many new Officials and Coaches being educated during the 
season, there is a need to address the retention of this valuable resource. Congratulation to all 
attendees and a very big thank you to all of the presenters who volunteered their time. 
 

 A positive outcome of the review was the decision to merge the Officials and Coaches clubs. This 
merger will reduce duplication of resources and improve communications. 

 
 The schools development program is maintaining a presence within the school community and 

also remains one of our top marketing strategies. We were provided an increase of funding by 
LAA as well as the board approving increased budgeted funding thereby enabling us to promote 
our organisation across a greater number of school children this year. This resulted in us being 
able to employ Brittany Winter as a full time Development Coordinator as well as Joel Fraser as 
casual Development Officer. Unfortunately Joel has since left the organisation to continue his 
teaching career; this has enabled us to employ Gaynor Garnish, Mitchell Thorpe and Steven 
Marotti in casual positions. Well done and to all the Development team on the large increase of 
student participation this year. 

 
 The Under 13 age group Star Squad program has continued again this year following great 

success in the previous season. This resulted in the participants achieving excellent personal 
improvement and an excellent result by our team at the ALACS.  

Sponsorship 

 
 IGA have continued to financially support our Volunteer awards, it is very satisfying that we can 

continue to show appreciation to the most important part of our organisation (our volunteers). 

          LITTLE ATHLETICS  
        SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
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We are very thankful for the involvement of IGA with Little Athletics and look forward to further 
growing this relationship as we progress. 

 
 South Australian Government through the Office for Recreation and Sport have been a 

tremendous supporter of our Association as they recognise we are the base for any sport young 
people may wish to pursue as well as a feeder to the sport of Athletics We continue to work with 
them in promoting the many important Health and Safety messages, ensuring we have as many 
people actively participating or volunteering in the community. We are appreciative of the 
continued funding grant for our core business and growth opportunities.  

 
 McDonalds have continued to be the sponsor of our winter Cross Country Program, State Cross 

Country Championship, Age Patch, Multi-Event Championships and Travel Grants for Country 
Athletes. 
 

 Beyond Bank have continued their second year of sponsorship, I have been very pleased of how 
our two organisations have been working together in a mutual goal of providing support into the 
community. 
 

 A big thank you to our National Sponsors: 
o Asics  
o V Insurance 
o IGA 
o Beyond Bank.  

 
On behalf of the 7272 athletes and their parents, we thank these Sponsors for their belief in our 
organisation.  

General 

 A majority of the past year has been absorbed with the Australian Sports Commission’s proposed 
merger between Little Athletics Australia & Athletics Australia. Although the merger did not go 
ahead the discussions during the merger have resulted in an improved relationship between 
Athletics SA and SALAA, including improved pathways for athletes and some new initiatives 
which will hopefully be rolled out next season. It is very pleasing the relationship between our 
organisations has improved greatly. I thank Joe Stevens and Adam Bishop for working with us in 
an effort to improve the relationship and communication between our organisations. A historic 
milestone was recently achieved with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between 
our organisations; this will result in a clearer understanding of each organisations responsibility, 
athlete’s pathways, and will be of great benefit to the sport of athletics. I look forward to 
working further with Joe and Adam ensuring that our organisations continue working together 
ensuring minimal issues so that our sport continues to grow and prosper. 

 
 Many of our Centres have again benefited from the Active Club Grants that are available twice a 

year. These grants are an excellent way of ensuring that our centres continue to have all of the 
equipment and facilities that are required to operate successfully. The ongoing support of these 
grants from the government is greatly appreciated. 

 
 This season was the 50th season of Little Athletics in Australia. From its humble beginning in 

Geelong, Victoria to the iconic Australian brand that it is today. It is very satisfying to be involved 
in such a wonderful organisation, we should look forward to continuing the success of our 
organisation and to make it even better in the future. 

 
 It was with great sadness that our Executive Officer of the past 31 years, Pamela Fay Sard passed 

away on 19th August 2013. Pam dedicated her life to Little Athletics and will be sadly missed by 
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all of us, her legacy of what she has done within our organisation will never be forgotten and will 
live on forever. Our organisation held a memorial at Santos Stadium on Sunday 17th November 
2013 to celebrate the life of Pam and to thank the family for everything their family has done for 
the organisation. 

 
 Recruitment for a replacement Executive Officer resulted in a flood of applicants having 

remarkable qualifications and experience. Our organisation is very well regarded in the 
community which is highlighted by the level of candidates we have received. As a result of an 
exhausting interview process it was with great pleasure that we were able to welcome Sue 
Bowman into the role in October 2013. During her initial 10 months of employment Sue has 
shown a great passion for our organisation and has been instrumental in some exciting changes. 
I am confident that we have made a very wise choice in her employment and look forward to 
continuing to work with her to further improve our organisation. 

 
 I would like to welcome David Baker onto the Board of Directors as our Marketing Director. 

David was elected by the Board of Directors to fill the vacancy as it has been a number of years 
since we have been able to fill this position. David will be a great asset to our organisation 
considering the vast corporate knowledge and governance that he brings with him. 

 
 At the AGM our Finance Director of the past 6 years Mrs Kylie Gibbons stepped down from the 

position. This resulted in 2 applications for the position which is the first time a board position 
has been challenged for over 10 years. I would like to welcome Stephen Camilleri onto the Board 
of Directors as Finance Director. 

 
 We recently employed a part time Bookkeeper to assist the Finance Director and reduce the vast 

amount of time required by a volunteer in this role. This should assist us in developing improved 
financial controls. 

 
 The Office for Recreation and Sport have recently announced funding for two programs for the 

improvement of our sport. The first program is a review into the churn rate of athletes within 
Little Athletics. The second is a joint development position between Little Athletics SA and 
Athletics South Australia. It is very exciting to be provided these opportunities of which I am sure 
we will see great benefits for the sport of athletics. 

 
With so many positive changes undertaken this past year I am extremely encourage and excited about 
the year ahead. With the passion and dedication of our Board of Directors, employees and volunteers I 
am positive of an excellent outcome and successful season. 
 
It has been a great privilege to serve as a member of the SALAA board over the past 9 years, and to work 
with such a dedicated team of members. Thanks to all who have assisted during this time, ensuring that 
our sport has been a success. The reward of being involved with the success and appreciation of the 
athletes has been well worthwhile. Even after such a long term on the board my passion for the 
organisation and the positive changes that can be made continues to grow. 
 
I look forward to another challenging year of ‘Family, Fun and Fitness’ at grass roots level.  
 
 
Scott Pitts 
President- LASA 
 
 
 
 
 

Little Athletics Australia Annual Report 2013- 2014 44



 

 
 
 
 
 

I am pleased to present my report for the 2013 / 2014 Season, and reflect on the past 12 months, 
recognising the efforts and dedication of so many that make Little Athletics a successful sporting option 
for over 2,500 young children in Tasmania. 

We celebrated our 40th Anniversary.   Whilst we have seen quite a few changes over the years with the 
introduction of several new events, new Board structure in line with good Governance practices, and the 
formation of new policies and procedures, in the main we remain unaffected by time. We are a fully 
family orientated sport, Centres still rely heavily on parental assistance each week, we are still totally 
inclusive, we encourage our athletes to “Be their Best” and reward them for their efforts – a very good 
recipe which needs little or no added ingredients. 

As always during this season a number of initiatives have been undertaken and progressed as the Board 
continue to look at the operational and strategic areas of our sport. 

These include: 
• The continuation of the Regional Committees.  I thank Peter Weldon for organising these meetings.  

At times the attendance by Centres was low, but I believe it is important to continue with these 
meetings and give Centres the opportunity to discuss upcoming state meetings, or other Centre 
related issues. 

• Increasingly successful Cross Country competition and championships.  Special thanks to Paul 
Mommers in the South and Simon Phillips in the North for organising the respective weekly 
competition. 

• The Little Athletic Regional Clinics and combined coaching clinics with Athletics Tasmania which 
have proved to be very popular.   

The LATas Board is both a Strategic and Operational Board.  Each individual Board member fully engages 
in all areas relating to their portfolio, and assists other Board members when required.  Our 
Administration Officer is responsible for day to day office management, and implementing decisions 
made by the Board.  This structure varies from State to State, especially in the larger States where CEO’s 
are employed to fully implement the operational decisions made by their respective Boards, and to have 
considerable input into these. 

Being a smaller State, Tasmania has neither the financial resources, nor the requirement to have a CEO in 
place. Our current structure of having a board that is strategic and operational is the best fit, and ensures 
that we are all aware of all aspects of our sport, whether it me a minor issue at the grass roots level,  
State or National.   

Online registrations continue to be a little frustrating at times, with our previous Administration Officer 
Simone, spending many hours working with Centre Registrars sorting out the various issues, mainly due 
to family registrations.  IMG have advised us that these problems are now completely fixed, and Centres 
should have no issues with the system at all.  It is interesting to note that no other State had the same 
problems, and are all very happy with the system. The Board is committed to continuing to work with 
IMG to enable our members a quick and easy method of registering for the new season. 
 

 

 

          LITTLE ATHLETICS  
        TASMANIA 
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LATas Office 

The office has undergone several changes over the past 12 months.  We appointed Simone Fitzgerald to 
the position of Administration Officer, replacing Anita Silva.  Simone quickly made herself very welcomed 
by the Centres.  Her customer services and willingness to assist wherever possible was much appreciated 
by all.   
 
Unfortunately for us, Simone moved onto a position where she had more contact with people on a day 
to day basis.  We welcomed Joanne Traynor to the position in April.  Joanne has worked with Hockey 
Tasmania for 17 years in a very similar office role, and also as acting CEO for a period.   
 

 

LATas Board 

We welcomed to the Board Brett Johnstone to the position of Development Officer, with Peter Weldon 
moving to the position of Competition Officer.   Brett has been very proactive in his role in Development.  
In addition to his involvement with the Little Athletics in Schools Program, Brett has attended many 
Centres to assist with coaching, and attended various forums throughout the season.    

I had the pleasure of attending several of the forums with Brett, and I believe these are invaluable to the 
Association.  I especially found the Schools Conference to be an excellent forum for speaking to teachers 
from Schools around the State, particularly with respect to our school visit program. 

Peter has settled well into the Competition Role.  This is a very demanding position, and with assistance 
from the office and the Board, we have seen very well run State competitions for the past season. 

I do thank all Board members for the many hours they put into roles each year.  I very much appreciate 
the great assistance I receive from Garry, Peter, Kay, Brett and Roger.  Thank you all very much. 

 

Little Athletics Australia (LAA) 

Throughout the season I have attended a number of Australian Little Athletics (ALA) Board Meetings, two 
conferences, and the Annual General Meeting.   

Several meetings were in conjunction with Athletics Australia and the Australian Sports Commission with 
respect to a proposed merger of Little Athletics and Athletics Australia.  As we are all aware, the merger 
did not progress, however all States are committed to working with their senior bodies to assist with 
transition of our athletes to senior competition.  

Little Athletics Australia undertook to determine which Policies each State Association had in place.  Due 
to the large number of duplications occurring, LAA have committed to develop National Policies, where 
applicable.  Each State will have the ability to custom these polices to State legislations. 

A new website has been rolled out at National level and at State Association level.  At the time of writing, 
Little Athletics ACT is the only state to go live.  LA Tas has been working on loading our publications onto 
the new site, with a view of going live at the end of June. 

A new full time staff member has been appointed, Melissa Cowan in the role of Development and 
Projects Manager.  

 

Sponsorship 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank once again our valued sponsors: 
 RACT 
 McDonald’s 
 IGA Tasmania 
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 Department of Sport and Recreation  
 Medalmania 
 Zone3 
 Enotified 
 Robbie’s Confectionery  
 Southern Cross Television 

Again this season, we saw Centres undertake fundraising for the Ronald McDonald House (RMH), and I 
sincerely thank those Centres who participated by holding a Relaython or other activity.  
A total of $4,600 was raised for the RMH, and I know that this is so very well received and welcomed by 
those involved in running this great charity.   This year, the funds were going towards the renovations of 
the bathrooms at the Charity House. 
Zone 3 provided our great registration bags which each registered athlete received, and also the many 
Zone 3 vouchers presented to Centres throughout the Season. Zone3 also sponsor our Welcome Back 
Day Badge. 

IGA continue to be an excellent supporter of Little Athletics, and we saw the continuation of the IGA 
Awards system with award covering several areas - Top Centre, State Officials Incentive, New Officials 
Incentive, Athlete Participation, Growth, Retention, and the IGA Docket Competition.   

Medalmania continues to support the Association being the sponsor of the Personal Best Day Badge.  
The Company is also the preferred supplier of the Association’s medals and ribbons.  

We welcomed RACT as a valued sponsor, replacing Aurora Energy as our Name and Age Badge sponsor.  
Several Centres welcomed RACT staff to their meetings and competition days.  This is a part of RACT’s 
community liaison program, and we are looking forward to expanding on that this coming season. 

With a change of sponsor for our Name and Age Badge, LATas will be looking to film a new advertising 
campaign for the new season.    
 
 

Registrations 

Total registrations were down this season, as depicted in the figures tabled within this report.  Many 
factors contributed to this, not in the least, the very wet weather which the South of the State 
experienced in early October / November.   

This is very detrimental to registrations, especially to new families looking to enter into Little Athletics for 
the first time. 

We had pleasure in welcoming our 20th Centre – Peninsula Little Athletics.  Thank you to Brett Johnson 
for the many weekends spent at the Centre in assisting them setting up, and helping with their coaching.  
We look forward to seeing their progression in the coming years.  The Centre is a very close knit 
community, with an excellent committee who are dedicated to ensuring the success of the Centre. 

 

Athletics Tasmania 

A previously mentioned, over the past several years, we have worked with Athletics Tasmania to host 
joint regional coaching clinics.  Through funding provided by a Joint Venture we also saw several former 
Little Athletes attend local Centres and provide coaching clinics for the athletes.   

A new initiative this season was the introduction of Swedish Relay Championships.  These were held at 
the Domain Athletic Centre prior to Athletics Tasmania conducting their Briggs Classic event.  This event 
was very successful.  Competing athletes had the benefit of a running commentary during each relay 
event (much to the delight of their families), and had the opportunity of participating prior to a National 
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event.  We will be working with Athletics Tasmania again this coming season to further promote and 
enhance this event. 

In addition to the above, LATas will be looking at other areas where the two bodies can work together 
for the betterment of the sport of Athletics in Tasmania. 

My appreciation goes to all our hardworking committee members, parents, volunteers and officials. Our 
sport requires a high level of volunteer contributions from participating families.  Our collective 
contributions are precisely what make a difference to individual centre success and to the effective 
delivery of our sport to its participants. 

As we head into our 41st season, I wish all Centres the very best for a successful season.  

 
Rhonda O’Sign 
President- LATAS 
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It’s amazing how fast a year goes by, having commenced in the position 12 months ago, taking over the 
reins from Gordon Major. With well over 30 year’s experience in Little Athletics, the challenge was there 
for me to step forward and steer your association in the right direction. Special thanks and appreciation 
goes to Gordon for his commitment and dedication to Little Athletics Victoria (LAVic) for almost four 
decades. 

This year marks an enormous milestone as we celebrate 50 Years of Little Athletics in Victoria. A fantastic 
achievement and something we should be proud of. All athletes received the commemorative shoe bag 
and key ring as part of their registration; we hosted our Open Day and Region Challenge at Landy Field in 
Geelong, have provided a number of merchandise items to commemorate the occasion and will end our 
celebrations hosting the 50th Anniversary Gala Dinner on Saturday 4th October. All centres are 
encouraged to book a table or two, invite their past members, Life Members and current families to be a 
part of this special celebration. 

The year started with a focus on the potential merger between Athletics Australia (AA) and Little 
Athletics Australia (LAA), driven by the Australia Sports Commission. After much deliberation, workshops, 
meetings and discussions, looking deeply into the governance structure and benefits of the proposal, the 
Australian Sports Commission were advised in December that Little Athletics were not supportive of the 
proposal. Since then both LAA and AA have commenced working together to not only improve 
relationships between our organisation, but to look at adopting a number of initiatives identified during 
the merger process to improve the overall product across all age groups, especially the youth / transition 
age groups. Here in Victoria we can claim to be well advanced in terms of integrated programs and 
officiating. Our shared office with Athletics Victoria (AV) has provided us with many benefits and I look 
forward to further integration, consistency in product and improvements with our transition ages 
groups. 

This year all Centres have been advised they must be incorporated. The regulatory environment sporting 
organisations and not for profits operate in today means greater protection of our Centres and their 
Executives is paramount. Whilst the process over the past 12 months may not have been the smoothest, 
it is heartening to see many of our Centres have worked hard and have lodged their forms. 

Our state championship events this year created a number of challenges. Cross Country at Lardner Park 
(Warragul) and State Relay Championships at Lakeside (Albert Park) went off with minimal fuss and 
everyone appeared to enjoy the days. Our State Multi Event Championship in Bendigo was held under 
extreme weather conditions. Consideration was given to postponing the event, but in the end the 
decision was to proceed “with caution”. Whilst temperatures soured into the 40’s a solid push to get 
through the program saw us wrap up earlier than scheduled. A number of heat relief initiatives were 
offered and were greatly appreciated by all in attendance. We also invited AV U14 and U16 athletes an 
opportunity to compete with our U14 and U16’s. This added a few more challenges to the weekend. We 
then hosted our State Track and Field Championships at Lakeside at the end of March. The event was 
pushed out a week to give us our first opportunity to host this championship at Lakeside following the 
Australian Formula One Grand Prix.  
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In April, our Association Planning involved more than just our Staff and Board. Meetings were held with 
AV and a number of representatives from all seven regions were invited to be a pivotal part of our 
planning for the coming year. This was a four day event and ever so important in our planning process. 
Over the coming 12 months, strategic projects we will be looking to are; 

 wrapping up incorporation of Centres, 

 improve the delivery of our product at all levels,  

 deliver policies and processes for extreme weather, child protection and other governance 

requirements  and 

 maintain a close working relationship with AV  

These are just a few of the area we will be looking at. 

The Australian Little Athletics Championships (ALAC’s) were hosted this year by Victoria, as part of our 
50th Anniversary Celebrations. A special thanks to the organising committee, who ensured every level of 
detail, was covered and the event set an extremely high bar for Western Australia, who will be hosting 
ALAC’s in 2015. This was also hosted at Lakeside on 3rd May under the threat of poor weather, but the 
day turned out really well with just a couple of storms passing through in the early afternoon. Live 
streaming of the event by IMG saw in excess of 2000 viewers from across the globe tune in throughout 
the day. 

As you can see, it’s been an extremely busy year and our focus on the future will not see the pace slow 
down. Special thanks go to everyone involved in making Little Athletics Victoria such a great Association. 
The Board of Management and many State Committees, the Staff, our Region Executives, our Centre 
Executives and their committees are all major contributors to our success and I am truly proud of how 
we all work together for the betterment of our sport and to make Little Athletics so much fun for our 
most important people – our athletes and their families. 

One of the main projects over the coming years will be implementing effective programs at Centre level 
that encompass flexibility, reduced down time and streamlined schedules in an effort to attract more 
athletes to the sport, retain them, and keep the majority of our participation based members enjoying 
weekly routines. Other projects include; 

 Structured weekly programs (Centre level) throughout Victoria based on Centre size 

 Streamlined age groups at all Centres offering U6-U16 competition 

 Compressed competition schedule (2 to 2.5hours total) 

 Maximum 5 events (preferably 3 track and 2 field) 

 Inter Centre competition 

 Dedicated Association Rounds (ie: Opening round, Multi-Event round, Rivalry round, Royal 

Children’s Hospital Round, Personal Best Day, Centre Championship Round, etc) 

 Statewide points structure for Centre awards with flexile options 

 Coaching and development assistance at centres 

 Centre Liaison efficiencies in conjunction with the LAVic office 

I have truly enjoyed the year gone by and look forward to the many challenges ahead. I am grateful for 
the support of my family - Leanne, Chris, Paul and Matthew, all of whom keep me on track and help me 
stay organised. 

Steve Ryan 

President- LAVIC 
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We have had another impressive year. Our registrations have remained steady with 8723 registrations in 
2013/14, and whilst we have not maintained the numbers of an Olympic year they have been greater 
than predicted and our retention rate has increased. 
 
 We started the year off with increased participation numbers in our junior athletes at our Teams 
Challenge event, which is only in its second season. The youngest athletes in our state get the 
opportunity to compete at the State Athletics stadium and be part of a day of fun. This year we turned it 
pink in support of the McGrath Foundation and raised awareness in our athletics community of the good 
work they do in support of the fight against breast cancer. This was emulated across many centres 
throughout the season. 
 
The next major event on our Calendar was the “kids for kids day” which is a centre based fund raising day 
to support the PMH foundation. We raise funds each year to support the great work that the foundation 
does in providing support services and equipment for WA’s Children’s Hospital. 
This year we raised over $17,000.00 which went towards the artist in residence program, assisting young 
and adolescent children who are both long stay and short stay patients at the hospital. Providing them 
valuable respite from treatment. 
 
Our last event in 2013 was the Beyond Bank state relay championships, which, as named was generously 
sponsored by Beyond Bank and saw a sea of purple emerge as all our volunteers wore the beyond bank  
officials shirts for the day. This was once again a successful day and saw teams participate from Denmark 
in the far south to almost all our Metro centres. 
 
We stepped away from tradition this season for our Multi event Championship in February as  the new 
track completion at our stadium was too close to call and took the event to the suburbs. 
Gosnells Centre hosted us at Langford Oval, and whilst the numbers were down, those who attended did 
very well and everyone had a great day. 
March saw the culmination of the season with our State Championships qualifying heats and Quarter 
finals. The weekend was well attended in all four zones and the competition for qualification in the 
McDonalds State track and Field championships was high. 
The season culminated in our McDonalds State track and Field championships semi-finals and Finals, 
As usual this was a well-attended event. We encountered some technical difficulties outside of our 
control and despite the long-time delays in some events, the weekend was a success. 
 
We introduced a new life member to the Association in Mr Pieter Bergshoeff former Little Athletics WA 
Chairman and member from the Hamersley Centre.   
 
With the summer season completed we embarked on the selection and training for the Asics Australian 
Athletics Championships held in Melbourne, all our athletes selected did very well under some extreme 
circumstances with the unpredictable Victorian weather. Some of our athletes had never experienced 
such cold weather before. 
 
Next was the training and preparation for our state team for the International trip to Singapore to 
compete in the International Little Athletics Championships between Singapore, Malaysia and WA. 
This season saw 73 U14 and U15 athletes travel to Singapore for the competition. Everyone had a great 
time and enjoyed the whole experience of the food, the culture, language and the humidity, as well as 
the competition , for which despite  a very long wait ( 4 hours) due to an electrical storm was 
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participated in by all countries with enthusiasm. With little to do for the time delay the athletes mingled 
with the athletes from the other countries and friendships were formed and lots of “selfies” were taken. 
Our Winter Cross country and Race walk season got underway and we had over 100 new registrations to 
add to our summer registration numbers. The winter season culminated in the two championship days at  
Rockingham and Cockburn and were a huge success.  
 
 Once again we partnered with Athletics WA to participate in our Community Athletics Council (CACWA) 
whilst much of the year was taken up with the merger we were able to improve our school ambassadors 
program, reaching over 65 schools and the interest for this coming season has already exceeded that, 
proving to be highly regarded and sort after. We also reached over 12,000 school children with our Little 
Athletics Program for schools (LAPS). We have worked again successfully with Inclusion WA and with the 
local communities to spread the message of Little Athletics to marginalised communities.  
 
We have also seen the transition process take shape for our athletes participating in an invitational  
Challenge competition  as part of the strive meet and this was well attended and afforded our athletes 
an opportunity to have fun, compete and mingle with the senior athletes, before embarking on senior 
competition themselves. This initiative has come through work with CACWA and has grown in popularity, 
exposing our athletes to competition and events not traditionally done at Little Athletics e.g. Steeple 
chase and hammer throw. 
 
Our Biggest Success this year has been the creation of 3 new Centres, which comes off the back of 
regional development work conducted last season. 
We have new Centres ready to start the 14/15 season in Port Hedland and Newman in our regional 
North West and one new Metro centre ready to start on the new season. With two more metro centres 
on the planning phase.  
 
We have embarked on the process of rewriting our constitution which is still in the consultative phase 
but should ensure a much clearer direction for the sport going forward. 
There have been many changes within the Association this season in terms of personnel, and we have 
faced many challenges along the way. The Board of management and the staff have coped well under 
difficult circumstances at times and this has brought us together to make us stronger as a team. 
We have taken the plunge and undertaken some much needed renovations to our state offices. 
 Which will not only provide a better and more practical working environment for our staff but also 
provide us with a much nicer place for our athletics community to come to visit? 
 
We look forward to the new season ahead and welcoming everyone to Perth in 2015 for the Asics 
Australian Little Athletics Championships in April. 
 
 
Rob Crockett 
Chairman- LAWA 
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Ground Floor, 31 Aughtie Drive 

Albert Park 
VIC 3206 

admin@littleathletics.com.au 
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